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Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Statement Under 37 C.F.R. fi 1.133(b) 

Sir: 

In response to the telephonic interview conducted January 15, 2009, Applicant 
wishes to thank the Examiner's supervisor for the courtesies extended during the 
interview. In the interview, the Examiner's supervisor and Applicant representative 
discussed the Nonresponsive Amendment Notice dated January 6, 2009. The 
Examiner's supervisor indicated that the independent claim 1 limitation "said number 
of cutter heads being alternatively mountable" could be interpreted to have more than 
one meaning, and the Examiner's supervisor therefore requested that the claim 
language be further limited to clarify any ambiguity. The Examiner's supervisor also 
indicated that dependent claim 9 recites a step of selecting from a number of cutter 
heads of different diameter, though a set of cutter heads was already recited in 
independent claim 1 and the relationship between the cutter head diameters in claim 
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1 is unclear. Applicant asserts that the limitation of claim 1 reciting "said number of 
cutter heads being alternatively mountable" may be broad, but it is not improper. 
Furthermore, claim 1 does describe a relationship between the number of cutter heads 
and there respective support ring diameters, as claim 1 states that the diameters of 
the recited "number of cutter heads" is simply "different." Applicant further submits 
that dependent claim 9 recites, in essence, that the selection of a cutter for harder 
material has a "smaller diameter," as compared to the other cutter heads. 

Applicant asserts that while the language of independent claim 1 and 
dependent claim 9 may be broad, the recited claims are certainly not Nonresvonsive . 
For at least this reason, Applicant asserts that the September 11, 2008 Amendment is 
fully responsive, and Applicant therefore looks forward to the Examiner's next Office 
Action and/or Notice of Allowance in due course. 
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CONCLUSION 



Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the 
present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Donald J. Daley 
at the telephone number of the undersigned below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
08-0750 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HARNESS, DICKEY, & PIERCE, P.L.C. 





P.O. Box 8910 
Reston, Virginia 20195 
(703) 668-8000 



DJD/CES:eaf 



